
BRIERCLIFFE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
EYFS Curriculum Overview 

“In work and play, only our best.” 
 

Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Communication 
and Language 

Literacy 
Reading and 

Writing 

Main texts 
Colour monster, Owl 
Babies, Goldilocks. 

Poetry – Each, 
Peach, Pear Plum. 
Nursery rhymes. 

Non-Fiction – 
instructions 

Feelings book 
 

Main Text 
Whatever Next! 

Beegu. 
The Christmas Story 
Poetry – Aliens love 

underpants 
Firework poem 

Non - Fiction – space 
/ astronauts, Diwali, 
Hanukah, Christmas. 

 
 

Main Text 
Lost and Found, Jonty 

Gentoo, 
Non-fiction – 

penguins, Antarctica. 
Atlases 

Poetry I’m a little 
penguin. 

 
 
 
 

Main Text 
Jack and the 
beanstalk. 

Kitchen disco 
Handa’s Surprise 

The Hungry 
caterpillar 

Non Fiction – 
plants, seeds, 
instructions. 

Butterflies, life 
cycles. 
Poetry 

Butterfly/ caterpillar 
poems 

 

Main Text 
The Naughty Bus 
The Queen’s hat. 
Non Fiction –King 
Charles, London. 

transport 
Poetry – Oi get off my 

train. 
 
 

Main Text 
Rainbow fish 

Duffy’s Lucky escape 
Poetry – sharing a 

shell 
Commotion in the 

ocean. 
Under the sea 

poems. 
Non Fiction – sea 
creatures, ocean 

conservation. 
 
 

Mathematics Number 
Counting and 

subitising within 5 
Compare sets of 

objects by matching 
 

Shape 
Match, sort and 

compare 
Talk about measure 

and patterns 

Number 
Find relationships 
between numbers 

within 5 
Develop the 

language of whole 
when comparing 

parts 
 

Shape 
Circles and triangles 
Shapes with 4 sides 

Number 
Composition of 

number beyond 5 
Identify missing parts 
for numbers within 5 
Connect quantities to 

numerals 
 

Shape 
Mass and capacity 

Number 
Compare equal and 

unequal groups 
when comparing 

number 
Sort odd and even 

numbers 
Verbally count 

beyond 20 
 

Shape 
Length, height and 

time 

Number 
Compare number 

using one more than 
and one less than 
Explore different 

representations of 
number (e.g. using 

10-frame). 
 

Shape 
Explore 3D shape 

Number 
Counting skills 
between 0-20 

Arrange doubles up 
to 10 (using a 10-

frame) 
Compare magnitude 

of number - ‘8 is a 
lot more than 2’ 

 
Shape 

Visualise, build and 
map 



BRIERCLIFFE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
EYFS Curriculum Overview 

“In work and play, only our best.” 
 

Understanding 
the World: 

Science 
The Big 

Question 
 

Tell me a story 
Growing and 

Humans 
Who am I and who 

helps me? 
 

Weather and 
Seasons 

What is the weather 
like? 

 

Polar Explorers 
Changing Materials 

How can materials change when heated or 
cooled? 

 

Ticket to Ride and Under the Sea 
Living things and their habitats 

What lives alongside use? 

Plants and Habitats 

Expressive Arts 
and Design: 

Art 
The Big 

Question 

 Painting 
Artist: Jackson 

Pollock 
Theme: Colour 

Title: Collecting the 
Colour 

How can we 
experiment with 

colour? 

 Drawing/Sculpture 
Artist: Andy 

Gouldsworthy 
Theme: 

Environment 
Title: Insect Hotels 

How can we use 
natural materials to 

create art? 

 Drawing/Collage 
Artist: Yayoi 

Kusama 
Theme: Pattern 

Title: Under the Sea 
What shapes and 
patterns can I see 

under the sea? 

Understanding 
the World: 
Computing 

The Big Question 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Managing Online 

information 
 

 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Copyright and Ownership 

 

 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Online Reputation 

 

 

 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Privacy and Security 

 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Managing Online information 

 
Copyright and Ownership 

 

Online Safety 
Project Evolve 

 
Online Reputation 

 
Privacy and Security 

 Expressive Arts 
and Design: 

DT 
The Big 

Question 

Textiles 
Designing hair for 

Goldilocks  
Can we fix it?  

Food 
Making Porridge 

What makes a 
healthy topping?  

 Structures 
Design and make a 

boat. 
How do boats stay 

above water? 

 Sliders 
Design a moving 
transport picture 

Where will my 
vehicle travel?  

Food 
Chop fruit to make a 

milk shake  
Cows’ milk or goats’ 

milk?  
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 Understanding 
the World: 
Geography 

The Big 
Question 

Tell me a story 
What is a journey?  

 

Seasons and their 
Changes 

Where do pumpkins 
come from?  

 

Polar Adventures 
What is it like to live in the cold?  

Ticket to Ride 
London or Burnley? 

 

Under the Sea 
How can we clean 

up our world?  

Understanding 
the World: 

History 
The Big 

Question 
 

Tell me a story! 
Childhood 

Can nursery rhymes help us to learn about 
the past? 

In the Night Sky 
Justice and equality 

Why do we celebrate Bonfire night? 

New Life 
Childhood 

How do people change through their life? 
People who help us 
Justice and equality  

What will you be when you grow up?  

Ticket to ride 
Migration and exploration 

How did people travel in the past? 
Under the Sea 

Civilization 
Who is Mr Punch?  

Expressive Arts 
and Design: 

Music  
The Big 

Question 
 

Me! 
Nursery Rhymes Are 
Nursery rhymes only 

sung in Nurseries? 

 Chinese New Year / 
Dragon Dance 

How can you use 
music and dance to 

express feelings? 

 Carnival of the 
animals 

If animals had a 
party, how would 
they dance to the 

music? 
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       Physical 
Development:  

Physical 
Development: 

PE 
The Big 

Question 

Elmer (FMS) 
How can we travel, 
jump and roll like 

Elmer? 

Space (FMS) 
In what ways can 

we push objects in 
space? 

Rocking and Rolling 
(Gymnastics) 

In what ways can you 
rock and roll on 

different body parts? 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk  

(FMS) 
How can you use 
running, rolling 

catching and 
throwing to escape 

the giant and 
collect the golden 

egg? 
 
 
 

Mini Beasts  
(FMS) 

Can you travel, jump 
and balance like your 
favourite mini beast? 

Transport 
(FMS) 

How far can you 
make your 

transport travel 
using over arm and 
underarm throws? 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development: 

PSHE 
The Big 

Question 

Health and 
wellbeing 

 
Personal hygiene, 

independence, 
caring for others 

How do I look after 
myself?  

Health and 
wellbeing 

 
Being healthy; 

attitude, eating and 
sleeping  

How do we stay 
healthy? 

 

Health and wellbeing 
 

Ourselves, types of 
feelings, honesty  
Why do we have 

feelings? 

Living in the wider 
world 

 
Keeping safe; road 
safety, people who 

help us 
How do we stay 

safe? 

Relationships 
 

Friendships; looking 
after our friends, 

special people and 
wider community 
What is respect? 

Relationships  
 

resilience,  
sensitivity towards 
others, resolving 

conflict 
How can we be at 

our best? 

Understanding 
the World: 

RE 
The Big 

Question 

Respecting other beliefs and cultures 
Why are some stories special? 

 

Significant Religious Festivals  
What times are special to different people and 

why? 

 

Special places  
What buildings and places are special to 

different people? 
 

 


