
Briercliffe Primary School
Years 1&2 

Maths - How can you help your 
child at home?



Why should we support mathematics at home?

Reasoning and arithmetic enables children to solve everyday problems and 
improves memory. 



Basic Skills

The following are basic skills that we teach in school:

- Counting

- Representing numbers

- Addition and subtraction facts

- Multiplication and division facts

- Multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000



Place Value in Year 1 
(the value of number)

Why is it important?

Place value is the foundation of our number system. We need to be able to
determine a digit’s worth based on its position. It allows us to represent and
compare numbers of any size and enable access to the four operations (+ - x ÷).



Place Value in Year 2
(the value of number)



How Can I Help at Home?
• Counting forwards and backwards in 1’s from any number while walking to 

school.

• Jumping or hand clapping while counting in 2’s 5’s 10’s.

• Writing or painting 2 digit numbers using interesting materials such as 
(chalk or felt tips)

• Play online Maths games using

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting


Addition in Year 1
What does it look like in school for Year 1?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Play mental maths games on Numbots – we have given your child their login 
details in the back of their reading record. https://play.numbots.com/#/intro

• Play quick mental maths games (Level 1) using Daily 10. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10

• https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/partPartWhole/index.html

• Use a part-part-whole model and solving simple addition problems using small 
objects at home such as dried peas, pasta or lego.

https://play.numbots.com/#/intro
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/partPartWhole/index.html


Addition in Year 2

What does it look like in school forYear 2?



How Can I Help at Home?
• Remind your child to draw a jotting to support their working. 

• Addition:
Count your ones
Exchange 10 ones for 1 ten if needed
Count your tens and remaining ones
Write your answer.

• On Topmarks, your child can practice using place value teaching resources to 
support their calculations.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=diennesandcoinsv3

• Use Daily 10 to encourage rapid recall of number facts (addition, subtraction, 
number bonds) https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=diennesandcoinsv3


Subtraction in Year 1

What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Play mental maths games on Numbots – we have given your child their login 
details in the back of their reading record. https://play.numbots.com/#/intro

• Subtraction games within 10 Topmarks website.https://www.topmarks.co.uk

/subtraction/subtraction-to-10

• Missing number subtraction games https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/subtraction-grids

• Use a part-part-whole model and solving simple subtraction problems using small 
objects at home such as dried peas, pasta or lego.

https://play.numbots.com/#/intro
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/subtraction/subtraction-to-10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/subtraction/subtraction-to-10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/subtraction-grids


Subtraction in Year 2

What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?
• Remind your child to draw a jotting to support their working. 

• Subtraction:
Count your ones
Exchange 1 ten for 10 ones if needed.
Count your remaining tens and ones.
Write your answer.

• On Topmarks, your child can practice using place value teaching resources to 
support their calculations.
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=diennesandcoinsv3

• Use Daily 10 to encourage rapid recall of number facts (addition, subtraction, 
number bonds) https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?f=diennesandcoinsv3


Multiplication Year 1

What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Counting in 2’s, 5’s, 10 by clapping, skipping, jumping etc

• Counting coins in groups of 2’s.

• Creating arrays using lego or pennies 

• Putting buttons or sweets in bun cases to count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s.

• Doubling numbers using small objects 

• Hit the Button – doubles https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-
button



Multiplication Year 2
What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Use Topmarks and TTRockstars to encourage 
rapid recall of 2, 5 and 10 multiplication facts. 

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/daily10

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-
the-button

• https://play.ttrockstars.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://play.ttrockstars.com/


Division in Year 1

What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Sharing biscuits and sweets with family members or teddies.

• Play simple sharing games on https://pbskids.org/games/play/fair-
shares/18990

• Halving numbers by using small objects and moving them into two groups.

• Quickly reciting the half for different numbers.

• Hit the Button Halves - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-
button



Division in Year 2

What does it look like in school?



How Can I Help at Home?

• Use Daily 10 and TTRockstars to encourage 
rapid recall of 2, 5 and 10 division facts.

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/daily10

• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/hit-the-button

• https://play.ttrockstars.com/

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://play.ttrockstars.com/


Why have we not included other 
areas of mathematics?

Other areas of maths are important but place value and the four operations 
are paramount for our children’s future. Shape, angles, fractions, measure 

(and others) all have a place in our curriculum but these rarely change. 

However, the processes for + - x and ÷ do and is the reason we want to offer 
this guidance.

Still unsure? Get in touch with your child’s teacher. 


