
Briercliffe Primary School
Years 3 & 4 

Maths - How can you help your 
child at home?



Why should we support mathematics at home?

Reasoning and arithmetic enables children to solve everyday problems and 
improves memory. 



Basic Skills

The following are basic skills that we teach in school:

- Counting

- Representing numbers

- Addition and subtraction facts

- Multiplication and division facts

- Multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000



Place Value 
(the value of number)

Why is it important?

Place value is the foundation of our number system. We need to be able to
determine a digit’s worth based on its position. It allows us to represent and
compare numbers of any size and enable access to the four operations (+ - x ÷).

What does it look like in school?
655
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Addition Year 3
What does it look like in school?

How can I help at home? 

Remind children to start adding the ones first. 

Think about number bonds to help them to add 
for example: 9+1 and then +5 more. 

Don’t forget to carry the ones into tens and the 
tens into the hundreds and count these when 
adding.



Addition Year 4
What does it look like in school?

How can I help at home? 

Remind children to start adding the ones first. 

Think about number bonds to help them to add 
for example: 9+1 and then +5 more. 

Don’t forget to carry the ones into tens, the 
tens into the hundreds and hundreds into 
thousands and count these when adding.



Subtraction Year 3
What does it look like in school?

How can I help at home? 

Remind children to subtract the ones first. 

Think about number bonds to help them to 
subtract

For example: 12-2 and then subtract 4 more

Don’t forget to exchange the tens and 
hundreds when subtracting.



Subtraction Year 4
What does it look like in school?

How can I help at home?

Remind children to subtract the ones first.

Think about number bonds to help them to 
subtract

For example: 12-2 and then subtract 4 more

Don’t forget to exchange the tens, hundreds and 
thousands when subtracting.



Multiplication Year 3
What does it look like in school?

Grid method

How can I help at home? 

• Partition the number being multiplied 

• Look for related facts that you know (6x8=48 
and then times it by 10)

• Add the two answers together 



Multiplication Year 4
What does it look like in school?

Grid method

How can I help at home?

• Partition the number being multiplied

• Look for related facts that you know (6x7=42 and then times it by 10)

• Add the three answers together



Division Year 3
What does it look like in school?

Division on a vertical number line

Start by taking ten groups away 
Think about how many groups of that number are left to 
subtract 
Is there a remainder? 

How can I help at home?



Division Year 4
What does it look like in school?

Chunking method

How can I help at home?
Write your fact box
Take away the greatest chunk e.g. 20x8
Subtract the chunk
Take away the next greatest chunk e.g 6x8
Write the answer
Is there a remainder?



Times Tables Year 3

Rapid recall of 
2,5 and 10 (previously learning) times tables

3,4 and 8 times tables

How can I help at home?
TTRS - https://play.ttrockstars.com/

https://play.ttrockstars.com/


Times Tables Year 4

Rapid recall of 
2,5 and 10 (previously learning) times tables

3,4 and 8 times tables
6,7,9,11 and 12 times tables 

Ready for the Multiplication tables check

How can I help at home?
TTRS - https://play.ttrockstars.com/
MTC -
https://www.gov.uk/government/collectio
ns/multiplication-tables-check

https://play.ttrockstars.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/multiplication-tables-check


Why have we not included other 
areas of mathematics?

Other areas of maths are important but place value and the four operations 
are paramount for our children’s future. Shape, angles, fractions and measure 

(and others) all have a place in our curriculum but these rarely change. 

However, the processes for + - x and ÷ do and is the reason we want to offer 
this guidance.

Still unsure? Get in touch with your child’s teacher. 


